
YOUR POND 

How Ponds Affect Health: 
A pOnd Is a public health responsl. 

bility because It It Is not properly 
located, designed, C<l Dllt ructed and 
maintained, It would probably be· 
come a breeding place lor la rge num· 
ben of mosquitoes. These Insectl! 
transmit several human diseases, In· 
dudlng malaria, ye llow lever. dengue, 
fila riasis and IIOme forms of encepha
litis. 

The North American yellow fever 
mosquito breeds only In artltldal 
containers, so for that reason no haz
ard, as fa r as this disease Is concerned, 
would be created by an Improperly 
built pond, and It Is not believed that 
conditions favorable to the spread or 
dengue snd filariasis would occur as 
these dlseaaes have not been known 
to be transmitted In North Carolina. 

Malaria, which in pu! years has 
been very prevalent In North Caro
lina, Is transm itted by a mosquito 
which breeds In abundance In poorly
maintained ponds that contain vege
tation and floatage, Several typea of 
encephalltle are of Increasing publtc 
health Importa nce due to their ae riOUR
neBS and to the fac t that they are 
spreading to many areaa In which 
they have not formerly occurred. Ar
tificial ponds sene as breeding placee 
for mosqui toes which carry th ill dill
ease. With condi tions tal'orable t o 
Itll spread, It could become a public 
health problem of the highest magni
tude In North CarOlina. 

Equine encephalomyelitis, a disease 
highly fa tal to horses, and fowl pox, 
a disease common to poultry, all well 

• 

8S several other animal diseases. are 
csrrled by m osquitoes. 

Aside from their roles as transmit· 
ters of disease, mosquitoes have very 
decided adverse effects on Ihe well
being of mankind. The prellence of 
hordes of these Insects renders life 
miserable and caulleS drastic r educ
tions In property values. They Influ
ence the mental as well as physleal 
well·belng of people. Some Indi
VidualS can tolerate large numberll of 
mOllqulto bites without obvious 111 
efl'ects. while others manlfetlt reac
tions based on l'ar ylng degrees of 
tole rance. Some suffe r extreme an
noyance from only a few bltCII. With 
many people, In addition to s welling 
and itching, mosquito bltCII result In 
the formation Of pus tu les which per
Sllli for long periods, bringing on 
nervousness, Irritation and lou of 
sleep. 

There Is only one known natural 
method by which malaria can be 
Ironsmltted from one person to an
other-through the bite of an ano
pheline m oeQ.ulto. In North Carolina 
only one species, the A"oplleh~' quad
rilllocillatll-B, can carry this disease. 
As the malaria 1ll0Bquito Is 110t able 
to pan the Infection tram mother to 
offspring. the only method by which 
ahe can become Infected Is by taking 
8 blood meal from a person sutrerlng 
from the dlilease. If a community Is 
free of malaria, the mOBqultoes will 
not bewme Infected, but It an Infected 
person lhould move Into tbe commun
ity or merely stay overnight and 11 
bit len by a malarll. mosquito, tbls 


